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On page 268 Mr Penzer makes a series of remarks to
which I would like to draw attention, as they exhibit the
spirit in which his researches have been made, and to my
mind they show generally the soundness of his observation
and conclusions. At any rate I for one can heartily endorse
them. He says, firstly: " I feel that the fact is often over-
looked that the origin of a certain custom [speaking for
the moment of sacred prostitution] in one part of the world
may not necessarily be the same as that of a similar custom
in another part of the world/' And then he follows up this
excellent sentiment by another remark: "We must also
remember that the religion, ethics and philosophy of India
have been ever changing, and nothing is more inapplicable
than to speak of the * changeless East* in this respect": to
this I would like to add, "or in any other respect/' Later,
on the same page, he says: " Our knowledge of the early
Dravidian religion of India before it was 'taken over' by
the Aryan invaders is so slight that it is impossible to make
any definite statement with regard to the origin of any
particular custom of ritual or religious observance." Here,
however, it seems to me that the researches of Professor
Krishnaswami Aiyangar and others, and of the Anthropolog-
ical Society of Bombay, the Mythical Society of Bangalore
and other such bodies in India, are leading us to a. closer
knowledge thereof. Let us hope they will enable us to solve
the puzzle, which, after all, it is peculiarly the office of the
native of India to solve*

With these preliminary remarks let me start upon my
own observations on the subject of Mr Penzer's great work.
I judge from the Invocation that Somadeva, the author of
the original book, was a Saiva Brahman of Kagmir, His
real name was Soma, deva being a mere suffix to the names
of Brahmans, royalties and the like* Mr Penzer shows that
he must have composed his verses about A.D, 1070, or about
two hundred and fifty years after Vasugupta introduced into
Ka&mr the Saiva form of the Hindu religion peculiar to
KajSmir, which was subsequently spread widely by his pupil
Kallata Bhaltta, Later on, but still one hundred years
before Somadeva; it,was further spread by Bhaskara, and